


SNOW JOKE

February’s Arctic blast disrupted many municipal services
across the country, Verdant’s included. After assessing the
significant risks posed by the icy storms, Verdant’s business
managers decided to suspend services in some areas, with

the agreement of their clients.
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Overall, the severe weather caused the loss of 28 days
across 11 of Verdant's contracts. Mid Beds, South Beds,
Chiltern and South Bucks District Councils were the worst
hit.

The dedication and hard work of Verdant's workforce
meant that all missed collections were caught up by the

following week, minimising disruption to residents.

RECYCLING WITH BLUE PETER

A Verdant recycling collection crew
found they had an extra pair of hands
recently when Blue Peter presenter
Andy  Akinwolere joined their
morning round for Stratford-on-Avon

et District Council.

The popular BBC children’s programme worked with
Verdant and Greenstar to show what happens with
recycling in the usual 'hands on’ Blue Peter style. After a
health and safety induction, Andy worked for a few hours
collecting recycling from wheeled bins before tracking the
collection vehicle to Greenstar’s super MRF at Aldridge near

Birmingham.

Here, he joined the quality control team overseeing the
highly automated daily processing of many hundreds of
tonnes of dry recyclables sourced from local council
collections. The story ended back in the studio with
presenters looking at food grade plastic flakes provided by
specialist plastics processor Greenstar WES for making new

milk bottles and food containers.

GREEN AWARENESS

Verdant is launching an awareness campaign designed to

reduce the company’s carbon footprint. Directed at staff,
customers and suppliers, it will address elements such as
mileage, efficient driving, energy and fuel use, and

consumption of utilities and other resources.

A benchmarking audit will capture data from each depot to
identify miles travelled, fuel usage and efficiency, and local
gas, electricity and water use. The purpose of the campaign
and tips on how every member of staff can use fewer
resources will be delivered through toolbox talks messages
on pay packets. Operational practice will be reviewed to
identify areas for improvement, while suppliers will be

surveyed on environmental aspects of their business.

Continuous monitoring will track any improvements,
lessons learned will be circulated widely, and incentives will

be offered to depots.
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ROYAL ACCOLADE FOR
RECYCLING PIONEER

HOT on the heels of plastics recycling specialist Greenstar
WES being accredited to supply food grade plastic flake for
remanufacture into M&S plastic milk bottles came further
good news — the Redcar-based company received a Queen'’s

Award for Enterprise for its history of innovation.

Greenstar WES embodies the commitment of parent
Greenstar UK to adding value to recyclates processed in the
UK. Greenstar WES, whose ‘raw’ material includes tonnes of
plastic containers collected from several of Verdant’s local
authority customers, was first in the world to commercially
produce food-grade recycled HDPE plastic. This is used to
manufacture new plastic milk bottles as well as a variety of
food trays for food products such as chicken and

mushrooms.

Verdant development director Pete Dickson said: “These
specialist plastic recyclates command higher market prices,

which in turn enables Greenstar to pay top rates for

recyclables such as plastic bottles. In fact, Greenstar wants
to buy much more recyclables from our local authorities,
and we will soon be contacting our clients to see if their
income streams can be enhanced by selling materials to

Greenstar.”

Greenstar WES's record in finding ways to reprocess a range
of plastics led to it joining a WRAP study into the
recyclability and reuse of polypropylene plastic in food

packaging.
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