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Greenstar 
Scoops Major 
Award
Verdant’s sister company, 

specialist plastics recycler 

Greenstar WES, has picked up its 

third major award this year. It was 

chosen from four shortlisted 

finalists to win the Recycled 

Packaging of the Year category of 

the 2009 National Recycling 

Awards held recently in London. A 

world-leading innovator in 

developing and using technology 

to produce food-grade flake that 

goes into new plastic milk bottles 

and food trays, Greenstar WES 

had already received a prestigious 

Queen’s Award for Enterprise 

(Innovation category), followed 

more recently by winning the Best 

Investment of PRN Funds category 

in the 2009 Valpak Awards.

Greenstar Starts New 
Processing Contracts
Verdant parent Greenstar UK has started work on 

four new local council contracts which mean it will 

process between 70,000 and 120,000 tonnes of 

additional recyclables annually.

The processing contracts were awarded by the North 

London Waste Authority (NLWA), Enfield Council, 

Coventry City Council, and the waste contractor 

servicing Hull City Council.

Under the NLWA contract, which runs until 

December 2014, Greenstar is processing between 

20,000 and 40,000 tonnes of recyclables a year, 

collected by several North London councils. Materials 

are bulked at Greenstar’s Atlas facility at Edmonton 

before being sent to its Aldridge ‘super MRF’ in the 

West Midlands. Once Atlas is fitted out as a MRF, the 

recyclables will be processed there.

As part of its initial four year contract, Enfield 

Council is sending its recyclable collections, 

estimated at around 16,000 tonnes pa, to Atlas for 

bulking and onward transport to Aldridge. 

Coventry City Council has started sending its 

recyclables to Aldridge for processing as part of its 

four year contract with Greenstar. Around 17,000 

tonnes of dry materials are expected to be processed 

in the first year, possibly rising to 35,000 tonnes 

annually.

Waste contractor WRG has signed with Greenstar to 

process recyclables from a new single stream 

commingled collection scheme for Hull City Council. 

The 30 month contract is based on processing 

between 18,000 and 25,000 tonnes annually.
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New South Oxon Scheme Hits 70%
South Oxfordshire residents have been praised for 

their ‘stunning’ performance following the early June 

launch of the district council’s new, completely 

redesigned recycling and refuse collection service.

Since Verdant launched the new service in early 

June, South Oxfordshire’s recycling and composting 

rate has been running at around 70 per cent, nearly 

double the council’s 2007/08 recycling rate of 38 

per cent. 

From 8th June to 30th September, residents 

collected over 10,000 tonnes of dry recyclables, 

green and food waste, and sent 4,000 tonnes of 

refuse to landfill. This performance would place the 

council amongst the highest performing in the UK.

David Dodds, SODC Cabinet member for commercial 

services, said: “All I can say is that these early 

results are simply stunning. I can’t praise residents 

enough for the way they have supported and 

responded to the new scheme.”

Verdant managing director Roger Edwards said that 

residents’ support for the new scheme has been 

‘phenomenal’, adding ‘they must be applauded for 

their efforts in producing such impressive figures, 

and we can all look to the future with great 

confidence’. 
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Verdant has strengthened its 

presence in Buckinghamshire, 

thanks to winning a multi-council 

paper sorting contract.

It is running a paper sort facility at 

its Amersham site, providing an 

initial mechanical and manual sort 

of around 22,000 tonnes annually 

of both mixed and separated 

paper and cardboard. Eight staff 

from former contractor Veolia have 

transferred to Verdant’s employ-

ment.

The contract, for an initial 26 

months with a possible extension 

up to three years, covers newspa-

Verdant and Greenstar would like 

to thank all those delegates who 

visited their shared stand at the 

LGA 09 conference and exhibition. 

The event, Verdant’s biggest 

marketing ‘push’ of the year, 

enabled the company to talk 

face-to-face with local government 

opinion-formers and 

decision-makers, as well as 

existing customers, about the high 

quality collection, cleansing and 

processing services available. 

pers, magazines, paper and 

cardboard sourced from the 

kerbside collections and bring 

banks of Chiltern, South Bucks 

and Wycombe District Councils, 

plus cardboard collected from 

Aylesbury Vale District Council’s 

bring sites.

Once sorted, paper is bulked for 

haulage to UPM Kymmene 

(Shotton), while baled card is 

bulked for transport to Severnside 

Recycling. Glass and cans from 

kerbside collections are also 

tipped at the Amersham site and 

bulked for onward haulage to 

reprocessors.

Verdant managing director Roger 

Edwards said: “Verdant has long 

been established as a provider of 

quality recycling and refuse 

services in the region, so we’re all 

delighted to win a further contract 

that strengthens our roots in 

Buckinghamshire.”

Good To See 
You At The 
LGA

Residents of the county of Conwy 

in North Wales will soon be 

benefiting from Verdant’s expert 

management of the local green 

waste collection service. 

Verdant’s service contract, valued 

at around £3 million, will run for 

five years with a two year 

extension, and specifies fortnightly 

collection of green waste in 

reusable sacks. The carbon 

footprint of the service will be 

reduced as it is intended that the 

collection vehicles will run on 

biodiesel, and use the Eco Drive 

Assistant system which maximises 

fuel efficiency and cuts emissions.

Joy In The 
Valleys

Verdant Wins Bucks 
Paper Sort Contract

A new recycling collection service 

for Surrey Heath Borough Council 

has been rolled out ‘smoothly and 

with few issues’, reports Verdant.

Since September, the residents 

have received an alternate weekly 

collection of refuse and recycling 

in wheeled bins with a weekly 

collection of food waste in 

caddies. The previous system 

offered weekly collection of refuse 

in sacks and weekly collection of 

paper and metal cans.

The new service enables the 

recycling of a far greater range of 

dry recyclables, plus food for the 

first time, and has been imple-

mented to help Surrey Heath 

increase its recycling rate from the 

30 per cent achieved in 2007/08.  

Data for the first month of the 

service shows the recycling rate 

achieving well over 60%.

Smooth Rollout For New Surrey 
Heath Service



The top recycling rate amongst 

Welsh local authorities was 

Ceredigion with 46 per cent. Just 

seven years ago, Anglesey was 

recycling just over two per cent of 

its waste.

The news, simply described as 

‘excellent’ by Cllr Bob Parry OBE, 

Anglesey County Council’s 

environmental portfolio holder, 

neatly complements the early 

2009 result of Wales’ first-ever 

litter survey which found that 

Anglesey had the cleanest streets.

Verdant managing director Roger 

Edwards paid tribute to Anglesey 

residents, saying “… without their 

sustained support and interest in 

recycling, these results just 

wouldn’t have been possible. It’s 

been a brilliant performance by 

the local community.”

Verdant staff servicing the 14 year 

recycling, refuse and cleansing 

contract for The Isle of Anglesey 

County Council have helped it 

achieve the second best recycling 

rate in Wales.

Data released by the Welsh 

Assembly for the year 2008/09 

shows that out of 22 local 

authorities in Wales, Anglesey 

achieved the largest percentage 

increase in recycling and compost-

ing (nine per cent), and was the 

second highest performing 

authority overall with a 44 per 

cent  recycling and composting 

rate. 

Anglesey Up With Wales’ Best
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fuel, a by-product of anaerobic 

digestion. The test vehicle will 

operate at Greenstar’s Atlas site in 

north London, collecting commer-

cial recyclables from inner London 

customers. It is hoped that the 

trial will show a 30% cut in fuel 

costs and a reduction of 60% or 

more in emissions.

Verdant is trialling bio diesel with 

the 4 RCVs working on its Arun 

contract in West Sussex. Two 

vehicles are running on bio-diesel 

known as GD100, produced from 

reclaimed vegetable / cooking oil. 

It does not produce sulphur 

dioxide or net carbon dioxide, has 

up to 20 times less carbon 

monoxide, reduces soot emissions 

by between 40% and 60%, and 

also reduces carcinogens. 

The trial will run for at least six 

months, possibly up to 12, and 

increased fuel efficiency and lower 

carbon emissions are expected, 

whilst combustion of the fuel itself 

is carbon-neutral.

Verdant is also testing the Eco 

Drive Assistant efficiency system 

on 26 tonne RCVs servicing its 

Central Bedfordshire and Isle of 

Anglesey contracts. The system 

monitors engine speeds to 

maximise fuel efficiency and so 

reduces costs and emissions. 

Greenstar group fleet engineer Ian 

Coxhill said: “With such a large 

fleet, any vehicle operating 

efficiencies we can make will 

directly and positively contribute 

to reducing our operational costs 

as well as our carbon footprint, 

and therefore that of the nation.”
Greenstar and Verdant are 

conducting several ‘green’ vehicle 

trials that should help reduce their 

carbon impact. Across its UK 

operations, Greenstar operates 

nearly 600 vehicles, the majority 

by Verdant.

Greenstar is about to take delivery 

of a 6.5 tonne Iveco Daily vehicle 

adapted to run on bio-methane 

Green Vehicles Being Tested
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